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All these are vital in elucidating our problem of the differentiation of
man.   However, few modern anthropologists have concrrnnl  thnn
selves greatly with these factors, which is no doubt the* main reason
why they fight shy of a classification based thereon in lar;.;e pail.
The ecological approach to the classification has found favour with
biologists, paleontologists, climatologists, and geographers, but there
hardly seems to be one anthropologist who has discarded the Caucasian
Mongolian and other Blumenbachian absurdities in favour of a
biological classification such as is propounded in the present volume,
Indeed, apart from a few like Dixon and von Kiekstedt, few of thorn
are much interested in racial differentiation, but pass on rapidly to that
valuable but distinct branch known as Cultural Anthropology. On the
other hand, most of the anatomists studying human variations rather
ignore racial classes altogether, perhaps claiming that \vo should collect;
more data before venturing to classify human varieties.
RACIAL CIUTKUIA
It will be sufficient to traverse quite rapidly the criteria which arc
usually considered in determining the character of a major race, The
layman's reliance on skin colour has no warrant. This is the one
characteristic which is most readily changed by a slight modification
of the environment; as witness the tan obtained by a few days' exposure
to the sun. The colour of the Negro is due to a deeper deposition
of the same pigment cells within the skin, though it is permanent in
this case. However, as later maps will show, the colour of the skin
is very variable amid most of the so-called higher races, Body height
is another criterion which also alters readily. The local name for the
second white generation in Australia was "Cornstalk"; given in recogni-
tion of the fact that the healthy environment around Sydney resulted
in a great change in* stature among the new colonists*, However, an
abnormally short stature seems to be a definite character of the Negrito
race, as we shall see later.
Among the criteria generally accepted as quite significant arc two;
the character of the hair, and the width of the skull In the former
case we find five classes, which are sketched in the third line in Fig, 16.
The "curliness" of the hair ranges from the "peppercorn" type (U% tight
8Roland Dixon, Racial History, New York, 1923. E. von Eiekstcdt, fUuseitkunde
und Rassengeschichte dcr Menschhcit, Stuttgart, 1934,